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virus. The serum itself does not contain the germs of cholera, but the virus is the live germ of cholera and, therefore, should be handled with care. The serum and virus are injected at the same time and if the herd is healthy the immunity secured is lasting and seldom an animal becomes sick of cholera afterward. The double treatment is popular because it, protects the pigs for life and is cheaper in the end. There is, however, an element of danger because of the use of virus. Some states do not permit the general use of the double treatment, fearing that it will spread the disease still further.
Anti-hog-cholera serum and virus
The serum is secured from hogs that have been especially immunized against this disease. It is made in laboratories under the direct supervision of the Department of Agriculture and is a safe means of hog cholera immunization. Two common kinds of serum are in use. One is called bloody and the other clear serum. Both are effective in preventing hog cholera. Inasmuch as the clear serum is nothing more than refined bloody serum and costs only slightly more, this type would appear most desirable. In clear serum the red blood-corpuscles are removed.
Whenever disaster follows the treatment of hogs with serum, it is common to hear a complaint that the serum was bad. Bad serum as such is rarely, if ever, sold. It may spoil when improperly stored and thus cause trouble, but when it leaves the laboratories all of it is good. Serum and virus should always be kept in an ice-box or at least in a cool place and should not be ordered a long time before it is needed. If the herd is vaccinated and some of the animals die, it is well to look for some other cause. Perhaps the herd was infected at the time of vaccination and the owner or veterinarian was not aware of it. The serum treatment is often condemned because the user is not familiar with its limitations.
Hog-cholera virus is prepared from the blood of hogs that